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DACAP Membership Information
We welcome therapists and counsellors from a wide range of backgrounds, including person-centred, humanistic, psychodynamic, integrative, art and music therapy, and family and child therapy. Full membership is available to practitioners who are accredited, registered or chartered, and associate membership is for those who are working towards this. 
Before we ask about you, here’s some information about us. You may like to read more about DACAP on the website but, in a nutshell, our aims are to promote standards and availability of counselling and therapy in Dorset, to provide CPD training, and to encourage networking and mutual support in what can feel rather an isolating job. There is a ‘find a therapist’ function on our website, but it’s important to stress that DACAP is not primarily a referral service. The annual subscription is £40 for both full members and associates.
We meet about eight times a year, on a Friday evening. There are three/four discussion meetings where we talk about a clinical topic, and three/four business meetings, which members can attend if they wish. After the meetings we often go out to supper together.    We also run four CPD workshops a year, on a Saturday (see website for current programme). These are open to all professionals but members pay a reduced fee.
To be eligible for full membership, including a website entry, members need to meet the criteria below and, once accepted, attend at least two meetings a year. We also encourage involvement in the running and development of the association. 

There are two categories of membership:
a) Full membership is open to qualified practitioners who are registered, accredited or chartered with one of the recognised psychotherapy or counselling organisations, such as BACP, AHPP or UKCP. They must be working in accordance with their professional body’s requirements, including ethics, practice and supervision, and have a current certificate of professional liability insurance.

b) Associate membership is open to practitioners working towards accreditation / registration / chartered status (see above). If seeing clients, associate members need to be in supervision and, if working privately or in settings where they are not covered by insurance, have their own professional liability insurance. Associate members become eligible for full membership once accredited, registered or chartered, providing all the criteria are met.  
How to apply:
a) Full Membership

Please complete the attached form and return it to me together with:
i) your current cv,
ii) a copy of your professional qualifications, accreditation, registration or charter documents,
iii) a copy of your professional liability insurance certificate,
iv) a cheque for £10.00 made payable to DACAP to cover the cost of administration. This fee is non-refundable. 
Successful applicants have a ‘welcome’ meeting with two current members so that you can find out more about DACAP and talk about what you are hoping to get from, and offer to, the association. 
b) Associate Membership 

Please complete the attached form and return it to me together with: 

i) your current cv,
ii) a copy of your professional liability insurance certificate, if applicable,
iii) details of your professional code of ethics and practice,
iv) a statement of 500 words which explains your therapeutic approach / philosophy,
v) copies of your qualifications certificates,
vi) a cheque for £10.00 made payable to DACAP for the cost of administration. This fee is non-refundable. 
We will then invite you to meet with two current members of DACAP so that you can find out more about us and talk about what you are hoping to get from, and offer to, the association. You will also be asked to prepare, for discussion, a brief written case vignette that illustrates your therapeutic approach.
Once the meeting has taken place I will be in contact again to inform you of the outcome.  For both full and associate membership, I circulate the applicant’s name to current members. There is a procedure to cover any difficulties concerning boundary issues.
I hope this information is clear but please get in touch if there is anything more you would like to know. I look forward to hearing from you in due course.
Sally Barmes
Sally Barmes
DACAP Administrator
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Administrator: Sally Barmes, 11 Manor Farm Close, Litton Cheney, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 9TE 

(tel. 01308 482441 / email scbarmes@yahoo.co.uk  
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